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(i course in the case of the European nations which 
have ventured thereon. We shall have increased 
tenfold in strength the clamorous jingo element of 
our population. We shall have strengthened in the 
nation's blood the warlike instincts which are already 
imperiling our institutions, and threatening con- 
stantly to lead us into the enslaving curse of militar- 
ism. We shall have deliberately thrown away our 
unique and commanding position among the nations, 
as the leader of the world in the paths of interna- 
tional friendship, goodwill and peace. We shall 
have become an object of hatred and distrust. 

If a war is entered upon in behalf of humanity or 
Cuban independence, it will have to justify itself, 
twenty years hence, when the heat of passion is gone, 
to the cool judgment and conscience of the nation, 
in face of these tremendous considerations, to which 
many minds are to-day so little open. 



Great Britain's Peril. 

There seems to be not the least inclination among 
responsible British statesmen to call a halt in the 
development of the navy. The disposition to go on 
enlarging it, at no matter what exhaustion of the 
nation is stronger than ever before. The naval dem- 
onstration at the Queen's jubilee seems to have put 
the last blinding touch on British eyes. The whole 
nation, with the exception of a handful of people who 
are trying bravely to stem the tide, appears to have 
surrendered and ceased active opposition to the 
further enlargement of this "glorious" instrument 
of power. The naval leaders and managers, with 
one voice, cry: "Great is the British navy 1 
Greater must be the British navy ! " and the people 
are either dumb with a confused sense of wonder 
and half-conscious pride or shouting with enthusiasm, 
" Great is the British navy ! " like the Ephesians of 
old before the stupid piece of stone supposed to have 
come to them from Jupiter. 

The naval estimates presented to the House of 
Commons on March 10th by the first lord of the 
admiralty amounted, with the outlay on naval works, 
to the prodigious sum of more than one hundred and 
twenty-five millions of dollars. Mr. Goschen, in 
presenting the estimates, said that even this sum 
was considered by some inadequate. The navy was 
in a transitional state. The government was intro- 
ducing a series of improvements. He declared that 
the naval display at the time of the jubilee had been 
imposing but that it had not reached the ideal 
standard. The squadron now in the channel was 
the most powerful ever gathered together. It was 
intended not only to parade the channel and act as 
an instrument of defense, but also to take the offen- 



sive if war should come. He spoke with evident 
satisfaction and pride of the quiet way in which the 
British fleet had been recently increased in Chinese 
waters. The government's plans could not be openly 
stated, but he assured the House of Commons that 
in the distribution of cruisers careful consideration 
had been given to the protection of every trade route 
and every food-supply route. He hoped that the 
House would have confidence that " if times dark- 
ened " the admiralty would be found doing its duty. 
He could not give particulars concerning the pro- 
posed new war ships, because foreigners must be 
kept in the dark regarding their plans. They 
would be adapted to the special circumstances 
existing in different parts of the world. 

And the House took this materialistic boasting 
all down, with prolonged cheering! One member 
moved that even greater effort be made for manning 
the fleet. A rear-admiral, seconding the amendment, 
suggested that Great Britain should buy all the war 
vessels now building in England for other countries. 
Many members urged an increase in the naval re- 
serve. One Radical declared that the present large 
estimates ought to have been made long ago ; that 
the English navy, as compared with the navies of 
other countries, was worse than it had been two years 
before. One of the most disheartening statements 
made by Mr. Goschen was that there was no lack of 
recruits ; that there was such a rush of " boys " to 
enter the service that only one in eight of those who 
offered themselves could be accepted, that every 
vessel was fully manned, and that seven out of every 
eight of those desiring to enter the service bad to be 
rejected simply for lack of room ! In the lobbies 
during the evening, when the Russian imperial ukase 
ordering the disbursement of ninety million roubles 
far the construction of new Russian warships became 
known, it was reported that the British government 
would make a considerable increase in its already 
colossal estimates. 

We do not remember any other example in recent 
years where a nation has more coolly, deliberately 
and doggedly devoted itself, heart and soul, through 
its public repi-esentatives, to what is really militarism 
d, outrance. No charge can now be brought against 
Continental militarism that cannot be brought with 
equal weight against British militarism. It is the 
navy instead of the army ; that is all the difference. 
What the Continent accomplishes in militarizing its 
populations by its conscriptive system, Great Britain 
is accomplishing by the magnification of her naval 
power and glory and by the insidious work of the 
military organizations for boys in her churches, Sun- 
day schools and post-office department. The navies 
of the world are already putting into the background 
the great armies. The mad rivalry has put to sea. 
Russia is pushing forward in it with all her restless 
energy. France is in the race. The German parlia- 
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ment seems about to yield to the imperious demands 
of the Emperor who has already forced his country 
into the contest. Japan is in the midst of them. 
But Great Britain has just declared, or will have de- 
clared if the admiralty's demands are complied with, 
more emphatically than ever before, that she pro- 
poses to lead in the race, if it costs the last pound in 
her exchequer. The navy must be kept equal to any 
other two navies of the world, if every other depart- 
ment of the public service is robbed and the people 
bled white through excessive taxation. 

At thought of this, one cannot help trembling for 
the future of Anglo-Saxon civilization. The British 
ministers and people wholly overlook ultimate re- 
sults. They forget that every move they make in 
naval extension will be matched by the other powers, 
as in the past. Where and when and by what means 
do they suppose the rivalry will stop? Are they so 
blind as not to see that on sea as on land, force, of 
all things, is just the one thing in which the other 
nations, when thoroughly aroused, can compete with 
Great Britain most successfully? It is the height of 
absurdity in British statesmen not to see that an 
ultimate combination of powers (and not a very 
large combination ) is possible, which could crush 
any possible British fleet, and that without any com- 
bination the fleets of other powers will soon be in 
position to neutralize all the advantages which the 
British navy has been supposed to possess. It is 
painful to have to confess that Great Britain, because 
of the wide sphere she now occupies in the world's 
affairs, has, by her continued naval extension, and 
the declared purpose of her government to lead at 
all hazards, become the guiltiest of all those powers 
which are seeking to maintain brutal force as the 
ultimate standard of judgment in international affairs. 

Anglo-Saxon civilization may stand the strain of 
this iniquity for a long time. It has tremendously 
vital elements in it, which may stave off the day of 
ruin for many a generation. But it cannot stand the 
strain always, if it continues and increases. The 
children will reap what the fathers are sowing. 
Militarism of whatever form, on land or sea, if al- 
lowed to dominate, will eat the vitals out of any 
nation and ultimately destroy it. The selfishness 
and pride, the corruption and debasement of charac- 
ter and morals attending it will overthrow liberty, 
undermine justice and its administration, weaken the 
nation's intellectual capacity, pervert its religioua 
ideals, and introduce the deadliest form of social 
disintegration. From this degeneration under the 
domain of force Great Britain can no more escape 
than Rome escaped. Her mightiest fleet cannot 
save her from it, nor can her shrewdest prime minis- 
ters, her lords of the admiralty, nor her longest- 
headed colonial secretaries. 

Englishmen themselves, some of them, realize 
deeply the peril of the situation. The Dean of Dur- 



ham recently wrote : "One notes with great regret 
the rapid growth of militarism in England, and the 
corresponding deflection from the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. . . I am very hopeless and feel that our 
attempts to create a more wholesome state of public 
opinion are likely to be very ineffectual against the 
blare of modern and vulgar jingoism. The future of 
Europe is very dark, and we may be drawing near 
to a great punishment for our unfaithfulness." 

England is clear to us all, and our devoutest wish 
for her is that her statesmen and her people may 
open their eyes quickly to the dangers of the course 
on which they have deliberately entered, before it is 
too late. We wish this for our own country's sake 
as well as hers, for America will find it difficult, if 
not impossible, to r*esist the influence of her example. 
The whole of Anglo-Saxon civilization is likely to go 
up or down together. 



Editorial Notes. 



The Annual Business Meeting of the American Peace 
Society will be held in Pilgrim Hall, Congregational 
House, 1 Somerset St., Boston, on Monday, May 9th, at 
2.30 P.M. The annual reports of the Board of Directors 
and of the Treasurer will be read, officers for the coming 
year will be chosen, and such other business transacted as 
may be brought forward. It is hoped that the impor- 
tance of the cause of peace at the present time may cause 
a large attendance of the members. Contributions for 
extending the work of the Society are earnestly solicited. 



The regular bi-monthly meeting of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the American Peace Society was held at the 
rooms of the Society, 3 Somerset St., Boston, on March 
28th. The meeting was given up to an earnest discussion 
of the strained relations between this country and Spain, 
and the following message was ordered to be signed by 
the President and Secretary of the Society and sent to 
President McKinley : 
" To the President of the United States : 

The American Peace Society, speaking through its board 
of directors, is impelled with unanimity to express to the 
President the profound satisfaction with which they ob- 
serve, commend and support his policy in dealing with the 
relations of the United States with Spain and Cuba. 

Humane men throughout the world, and nowhere so 
strongly as in the United States, deplore the distress and 
suffering of the Cuban population. Every influence pos- 
sible to the United States should be exerted to extermi- 
nate these horrible conditions — every influence short of 
war. 

We ask for no policy of cowardice, but of stern self- 
control. Sentiment and sympathy must yield to the 
strong behests of conscience. The Christian conscience 
of our people insists that peace is a nobler and more hu- 
mane policy than war. 

May God give to you, our honored President, to your 



